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This new digital version of Bembo, called Bembo Book, has 
been designed to be more suited to text setting in the size 
range from 10 point to 18 point. Based on the hot metal 
10/18 point drawings, this new face has been carefully drawn 
to produce similar results to those achieved from the hot 
metal version when letterpress printed. Hot metal drawings 
were digitized and extensive editing was carried out on the 
resultant outlines to ensure that design features and overall 
color from the digital output remained close to that of the 

letterpress product. Bembo Book is slightly narrower than exist-
ing digital versions of the face; it is a little more economical 
in use and gives excellent color to continuous pages of text. 
Ascending lowercase letters are noticeably taller than capitals, 
giving an elegant, refined look to the text. Developed by 
Robin Nicholas at Monotype, Bembo Book is now available in 
Regular and Bold weights with complementary italics, each 
font has lining (12345) and old style (12345) numerals with 
small capitals for Roman and Bold Roman fonts.
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Imagine that you have before 
you a flagon of wine. You may 
choose your own favorite vin-
tage for this imaginary demon-
stration, so that it be a deep 
shimmering crimson in color. You 
have two goblets before you. One is 
of solid gold, wrought in  the most 
exquisite patterns. The other is of 
crystal-clear glass, thin as a bubble 
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