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Gill Sans has a relatively small x-height. This is probably because the face was 
originally intended for display use. Traditionally the x-height of  fonts created for 
display setting tended to be smaller than those destined for text typography. 
While a large x-height is usually considered one of  the prerequisites for a type-
face to rank high on the legibility scale, Gill Sans takes a back seat to few in this 
area. Because they are based on classic roman letterforms and not geometric 
shapes, the characters of  the Gill Sans alphabet are remarkably legible. In addi-
tion, Gill Sans has more of  a pronounced contrast in stroke widths than most 
serifl ess fonts, making the design more appealing to the eye–and ultimately more 
readable than its monoweight cousins. Rounding out the list of  Gill’s practical 
benefi ts, the face is space economical. Because of  its diminutive x-height more 
information can be set in a given space when using Gill Sans than most other 
sans serif  designs. Gill Sans: Then & Now As originally released in metal type, 
Gill Sans is a big family, encompassing light, bold and exceptionally heavy designs. 
This is probably because the face was originally intended for display use. It also 
had condensed variations, an outline, two shadowed designs, something called 

“Shadow Line” and a variety of  other styles. In all, the basic Gill Sans letterforms 
sprawl across some 36 derivatives. Many of  these were created by the Mono-
type drawing offi  ce with input by Gill as a consultant to the design project. Gill 
did not approve of  many of  the designs, but sophistry prevailed and he rational-
ized that, “If  printers want fonts for ugly purposes such as advertising then they 
ought to have ugly designs to work with.” Today, digital versions are available for 

twenty-one of  the original Gill Sans designs. 
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shapes, the characters of  the Gill Sans alphabet are remarkably legible. In addi-
tion, Gill Sans has more of  a pronounced contrast in stroke widths than most 
serifl ess fonts, making the design more appealing to the eye–and ultimately more 
readable than its monoweight cousins. Rounding out the list of  Gill’s practical 
benefi ts, the face is space economical. Because of  its diminutive x-height more 
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ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&1234567890
abcdefghijklMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ&1234567890

LIGHT

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzabcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzabcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxy &1234567890
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ&1234567890

LIGHT ITALIC

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&1234567890
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ&1234567890

BOOK

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzabcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzabcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxy &1234567890
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ&1234567890

BOOK ITALIC

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&1234567890
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ&1234567890

MEDIUM

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzabcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzabcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxy &1234567890
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY &1234567890

HEAVY ITALIC

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&1234567890
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ&1234567890

BOLD

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&1234567890
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY &1234567890

BOLD ITALIC

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&1234567890
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ&1234567890

HEAVY

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzabcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzabcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxy &1234567890
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY &1234567890

MEDIUM ITALIC
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ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&1234567890

EXTRA BOLD

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&1234567890

ULTRA BOLD

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz &1234567890

CONDENSED

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&1234567890

BOLD CONDENSED

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&1234567890

ULTRA BOLD CONDENSED

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&1234567890

LIGHT SHADOWED

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&1234567890

DISPLAY EXTRA BOLD

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&1234567890

DISPLAY BOLD CONDENSED

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&1234567890

BOLD EXTRA CONDENSED

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&1234567890

DISPLAY BOLD

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
&1234567890

SHADOW
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CHARACTER SET

CAPS

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZÆŒ&
LOWERCASE

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzæœ
SMALL CAPS

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZÆŒ&
LIGATURES

fi  fl  ff  ffi   ffl  ĳ Ĳ
ALTERNATIVES

1 (proportional)

ACCENTED & LANGUAGE CAPS

ÁÀÂÄÃĀÅĂĄǼĆĈČĊÇĎĐÉÈÊËĒĚĔĖĘĜĞĠĢĤĦÍ Ì Î Ï Ĩ Ī Ĭ İ Į ĴĶĹĽL·ĻŁŃÑŇŅŊ
ÓÒÔÖÕŌŎŐØǾŔŘŖŚŜŠŞȘŤŢŦÚÙÛÜŨŪŮŬŰŲẂẀŴẄÝỲŶŸŹŽŻÞ
ACCENTED & LANGUAGE LOWERCASE

áàâäãāåăąǽćĉčċçďđéèêëēěĕėęĝğġģĥħäãāåăąǽćĉčċçďđéèêëēěĕėęĝğġģĥħäãāåăąǽćĉčċçď í ì î ï ĩ ī ĭ į ı ĵķĸĺľ·ļłńñňņŋóòôöõōŏőøǿ
ŕřŗśŝšşșßťţŧúùûüũūůŭűųẃẁŵẅýỳŷÿźžżðþªº
ACCENTED & LANGUAGE SMALL CAPS

ÁÀÂÄÃĀÅĂĄǼĆĈČĊÇĎĐÉÈÊËĒĚĔĖĘĜĞĠĢĤĦÍ Ì Î Ï Ĩ Ī ĬĨ Ī ĬĨ Ī Į ı ĴĶĹĽ·ĻŁŃÑŇŅŊÓÒÔÖÕŌŎŐØǾĴĶĹĽ·ĻŁŃÑŇŅŊÓÒÔÖÕŌŎŐØǾĴ
ŔŘŖŚŜŠŞȘŤŢŦÚÙÛÜŨŪŮŬŰŲẂẀŴẄÝỲŶŸŹŽŻÞ
INFERIOR, SUPERIOR NUMERALS, & FRACTIONS

1234567890 1234567890 ¼  ½  ¾  ⅛  ⅜  ⅝  ⅞  ⅓  ⅔  %‰
TABULAR LINING & OLD STYLE NUMERALS

1234567890 1234567890
PUNCTUATION

. , : ; ! ? ¡ ¿(*)[]{}‹›«»‘ ’“”‚„. . .-– —·†‡§¶
MONETARY

£€$¥ƒ¢ƒ¢ƒ ¤
MATHS

+<=>×÷−±≠≤≥≈¬π∞∂μ∆Ω∑∏∫√
SYMBOLS & MISCELLANEOUS

' " °#/@\^_|~©®™ℓ•℮¦◊

PROPORTIONAL LINING & OLD STYLE NUMERALS

1234567890 234567890

OPENTYPE FONTS OF GILL SANS LIGHT, BOOK, MEDIUM, BOLD, HEAVY AND THEIR ITALIC COUNTERPARTS, CONTAIN ALL OF THE CHARACTERS ABOVE. 
THE OTHER OPENTYPE FONTS OF THE GILL SANS FAMILY COVER THE SAME LANGUAGE RANGE BUT CONTAIN SUBSETS OF THE ABOVE SHOWING.



Imagine that you have before you a 
fl agon of  wine. You may choose your 
own favorite vintage for this imaginary 
demonstration, so that it be a deep 
shimmering crimson in color. You have 
two goblets before you. One is of  solid 
gold, wrought in the most exquisite pat-
terns. The other is of  crystal-clear glass, 
thin as a bubble, and as transparent. Pour 
and drink; and according to your choice 

Imagine that you have before you a 
fl agon of wine. You may choose your 
own favorite vintage for this imaginary 
demonstration, so that it be a deep 
shimmering crimson in color. You have 
two goblets before you. One is of solid gold, 
wrought in the most exquisite patterns. 
The other is of crystal-clear glass, thin as a 
bubble, and as transparent. Pour and 
drink; and according to your choice of gob

8/10 LIGHT & LIGHT ITALIC
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Imagine that you have before you a 
fl agon of wine. You may choose your 
own favorite vintage for this imaginary 
demonstration, so that it be a deep 
shimmering crimson in color. You 
have two goblets before you. One is of 
solid gold, wrought in the most exquisite 
patterns. The other is of crystal-clear 
glass, thin as a bubble, and as transpar-
ent. Pour and drink; and according to 

8/10 MEDIUM & MEDIUM ITALIC

Imagine that you have before 
you a fl agon of wine. You may 
choose your own favorite vin-
tage for this imaginary demon-
stration, so that it be a deep 
shimmering crimson in color. You 
have two goblets before you. 
One is of solid gold, wrought in 
the most exquisite patterns. The 
other is of crystal-clear glass

Imagine that you have before you 
a fl agon of wine. You may choose 
your own favorite vintage for this 
imaginary  demonstration, so that 
it be a deep shimmering crimson 
in color. You have two goblets before 
you. One is of solid gold, wrought in 
the most exquisite patterns. The 
other is of crystal-clear glass, thin as 
a bubble, and as transparent. Pour 

8/10 BOLD & BOLD ITALIC

8/10 BOOK & BOOK ITALIC

8/10 HEAVY & HEAVY ITALIC

Imagine that you have before 
you a fl agon of  wine. You may 
choose your own favorite vin-
tage for this imaginary demon-
stration, so that it be a deep 
shimmering crimson in color. You 
have two goblets before you. One 
is of  solid gold, wrought in the 
most exquisite patterns. The 
other is of  crystal-clear glass, thi 

Imagine that you have before 
you a fl agon of wine. You may 
choose your own favorite vin-
tage for this imaginary demon-
stration, so that it be a deep 
shimmering crimson in color. You 
have two goblets before you. One 
is of solid gold, wrought in the 
most exquisite patterns. The other 
is of crystal-clear glass, thin as a 

Imagine that you have before 
you a fl agon of wine. You may 
choose your own favorite vin-
tage for this imaginary demon-
stration, so that it be a deep 
shimmering crimson in color. You 
have two goblets before you. One 
is of solid gold, wrought in the 
most exquisite patterns. The 
other is of crystal-clear glass, thin 

Imagine that you have 
before you a fl agon of 
wine. You may choose 
your own favorite vin-
tage for this imaginary 
demonstration, so that it 
be a deep shimmering 
crimson in color. You have 
two goblets before you. 
One is of solid gold, wro

Imagine that you have be-
fore you a fl agon of wine. 
You may choose your own 
favorite vintage for this 
imaginary demonstration, 
so that it be a deep shim-
mering crimson in color. You 
have two goblets before you. 
One is of solid gold, wrought 
in the most exquisite pattern

10/12 LIGHT & LIGHT ITALIC 10/12 MEDIUM & MEDIUM ITALIC10/12 BOOK & BOOK ITALIC

10/12 BOLD & BOLD ITALIC 10/12 HEAVY & HEAVY ITALIC
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Imagine that you have before you a 
fl agon of wine. You may choose your 
own favorite vintage for this imagi-
nary demonstration, so that it be a nary demonstration, so that it be a nary
deep shimmering crimson in color. You 
have two goblets before you. One is of 

Imagine that you have before you 
a fl agon of wine. You may choose 
your own favorite vintage for this 
imaginary demonstration, so that it be 
a deep shimmering crimson in color. 
You have two goblets before you. One 

Imagine that you have before you 
a fl agon of  wine. You may choose 
your own favorite vintage for this 
imaginary demonstration, so that it be 
a deep shimmering crimson in color. 
You have two goblets before you. One 

12/14 BOLD & BOLD ITALIC 12/14 HEAVY & HEAVY ITALIC 12/14 EXTRA BOLD

Imagine that you have before 
you a fl agon of wine. You may 
choose your own favorite vin-
tage for this imaginary demon-
stration, so that it be a deep 
shimmering crimson in color. Yo 

Imagine that you have be-
fore you a fl agon of wine. 
You may choose your own 
favorite vintage for this 
imaginary demonstration, 
so that it be a deep shimm

Imagine that you have be-
fore you a fl agon of wine. 
You may choose your own 
favorite vintage for this ima-
ginary demonstration, so that 
it be a deep shimmeriing cri

12/14 ULTRA BOLD

Imagine that you have 
before you a fl agon of 
wine. You may choose 
your own favorite vin-
tage for this imagi-
nary demonstration 

Imagine that you have before you a 
fl agon of wine. You may choose your 
own favorite vintage for this imaginary

18/20 LIGHT & LIGHT ITALIC 18/20 BOOK & BOOK ITALIC

Imagine that you have before you 
a fl agon of  wine. You may choose 
your own favorite vintage for this imag

Imagine that you have before you a 
fl agon of wine. You may choose your 
own favorite vintage for this imaginary

18/20 MEDIUM & MEDIUM ITALIC
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Imagine that you have before 
you a fl agon of wine. You may 
choose your own favorite vintage 

Imagine that you have before 
you a fl agon of wine. You can
choose your own favorite vint

18/20 HEAVY & HEAVY ITALIC

18/20 BOLD & BOLD ITALIC

18/20 EXTRA BOLD & ULTRA BOLD

Imagine that you have be-
fore you a fl agon of wine. 
You may choose your o

Imagine that you have before you a fl agon of wine. 
You may choose your own favorite vintage for this 
imaginary demonstration,  so that

18/20 CONDENSED & BOLD CONDENSED

12/14 CONDENSED 12/14 BOLD CONDENSED

Imagine that you have before you 
a fl agon of wine. You may choose 
your own favorite vintage for this 
imaginary demonstration, so that 
it be a deep shimmering crimson 
in color. You have two goblets be

Imagine that you have before you a fl agon of wine.
You may choose your own favorite vintage for this 
imaginary demonstration, so that it be a deep 
shimmering crimson in color.You have two goblets 
before you. One is of solid gold, wrought in the 
most exquisite patterns. The other is of crystal

18/20 ULTRA BOLD  CONDENSED

Imagine that you have before you 
a fl agon of wine.You may choose 
your own favorite vintage for this 
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24 POINT EXTRA BOLD

Imagine that you have before you a fl ago
24 POINT ULTRA BOLD

Imagine that you have before you a  
24 POINT CONDENSED

Imagine that you have before you a fl agon of wine.You may choose your own  
24 POINT BOLD CONDENSED

Imagine that you have before you a fl agon of wine. Yo
24 POINT ULTRA BOLD CONDENSED

Imagine that you have before you a fl agon of wine. 
24 POINT DISPLAY BOLD

Imagine that you have before you a fl agon of  wine.
24 POINT DISPLAY EXTRA BOLD

Imagine that you have before you a fl agon
24 POINT DISPLAY BOLD CONDENSED

Imagine that you have before you a fl agon of  wine. You
24 POINT BOLD EXTRA CONDENSED

Imagine that you have before you a flagon of wine. You may choose your own favorite vintage fo
24 POINT LIGHT SHADOWED

Imagine that you have before you a fl agon of win
24 POINT SHADOW

Imagine that you have before you a fl a


